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EXDIS 

MILITARY ADDEES TREAT AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MILL LE, IS, US 

SUBJECT: WHERE IS THE LEBANESE BATTALION? 

REF: (A) JERUSALEM 2247 (B) USDAO HR 6849 0697 78 
(C) JERUSALEM 2264 

1 . ARMA IS REPORTING REF B IDF SOURCES STATE THAT MAJORITY 

OF LEBANESE BATTALION HAS WITHDRAWN FROM KAWKABA, LEAVING 
BEHIND ONLY ONE PLATOON SALADIN ARMORED CARS AND ONE MM-1 13. 
MOVE REPORTEDLY TOOK PLACE DURING NIGHT OF 12/13 AUGUST. 

IDF IS NOT SURE IF MAJORITY OF 650 MAN BATTALION HAS WITH- 
DRAWN TO ITS BASE AT ABLAH (NEAR RIYAQ) OR IF IT HAS DEPLOYED 
IN FATAHLAND IN VICINITY OF KFAR MISHKI. IDF BELIEVES THAT THIS 
MAY BE A LEBANESE PLAN TO LEAVE ONLY A SYMBOLIC FORCE AT 
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KAWKABA, WITHDRAWING THE MAJORITY TO SAFETY. THEY FEEL 
THAT SUCH A MOVE COULD NOT BE MADE WITHOUT SYRIAN APPROVAL. 

2. IDF ALSO REPORTS THAT AN ELEMENT OF THE LEBANSES ARAB 
ARMY (LAA) DEPLOYED ON 12 AUGUST IN THE VICINITY OF THE 
AKIA BRIDGE. THE SIZE OF THE ELEMENT IS NOT KNOWN THE LAA 
COMMANDER STATES THAT THIS IS AS A RESULT OF AN AGREEMENT 
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REACHED WITH AN UNIDENTIFIED PALESTINIAN GROUP. 

3. COMMENT: A. THIS INFORMATION DOES NOT AGREE WITH THAT 
PROVIDED BY REF A WHICH STATED THAT MAJORITY OF BATTALION 
(600 OF ORIGIONAL 650) REMAINED IN LAWKABA AS OF AUGUST 13. 

PRESS REPORTS TEND TO CONFIRM THE BATTALION S MOVEMENT 
TO THE REAR. AT THIS POINT WE ARE NOT SURE WHERE 
THE MAJORITY OF THE BATTALION IS. 

B. THE DEPLOYMENT OF A LAA ELEMENT AT THE AKIA BRIDGE, 

IF TRUE, IS NOT GOOD NEWS. THESE ARE RENEGADE MUSLIMS 

WHO AT VARIOUS TIMES HAVE CAUSED TROUBLE FOR ALMOST ALL PARTIES 
CONDERNED. 

C. ADDED. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED JERUSALEM 2264 WHICH 
TENDS TO CONFIRM BOTH THE MOVEMENT OF THE BATTALION AND 
THE PRESENCE OF THE LAA. LEWIS 
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